
Friday 23rd September 2016
Candle Lighting 5.34pm
Maariv 6.15pm

A word from the Rabbi

In this week’s Parsha we are commanded to bring our first fruits to Yerushalyim and to 
offer them as a sacrifice to Hashem- “bikkurim”.
 
"..and there shall you declare ‘An Aramean sought to destroy my father and he went 
down to Egypt, small in number, and there he became a mighty and prosperous nation. 
And the Egyptians ill treated us, afflicted us and laid heavy bondage upon us. And we 
cried up to Hashem and He heard our voice...and He took us out with a mighty hand...and 
He brought us to this land flowing with milk and honey...And now I have brought of the 
first fruit of the land that Hashem has given me...’”
 
This process should surely be delayed until the end of the harvest season; when we have 
a full and thorough account of that divine blessing. This is when one would show 
gratitude, upon having received the blessing, not in anticipation of a blessing. Perhaps 
this year’s crop won’t succeed? Are we not counting our chickens before they hatch?
  
Appreciation needs background; we cannot appreciate anything unless we see it in the 
context of life. We need to appreciate all of the struggles, the sufferings and the 
setbacks of the past that dutifully frame the present. Milestones in and of themselves 
may be unremarkable, but in context can be unbelievable.

In 2012 Claire Lomas completed the London marathon, along with 35,000 other people. 
The difference is that Claire is paralysed, and it took her 17 days- walking in a bionic suit. 

Context is everything.
 
Appreciation also cannot be quantified, only qualified. I am not thanking Hashem for 
how much He has granted me, but rather I am thanking Hashem because I can.
 
We raise our first fruits to Hashem and acknowledge not only how far we have come, but 
also what we have endured. Our fruits are meagre, but they represent triumph. They are 
few but represent abundance.
 
Appreciation is not a question of "what we have” but rather “how much we have”.
It is not a question of “Why should we show gratitude?” but rather  “How can we not...?”

Shabbat 24th September 2016
Shacharit 9.00am 
Mincha  5.15pm
Maariv  6.30pm

Shabbat Shalom

Parshat Ki Tavo



WE WISH A HEARTY MAZAL TOV ON YOUR WEDDING ANNIVERSARY TO:
 Jason and Candice Silverstone  Calvin and Janis Stein

WE WISH A HEARTY MAZAL TOV ON YOUR BAR/BAT MITZVAH ANNIVERSARY TO:

 Valerie Bergheim  Dylan Friedman  Jessica Friedman
 Jeffrey Glazer   Rebecca Gurevich Adam Horwitz
 Geoffrey Jacobs  Ralph Schaefer  Dylan Sherman
 Barry Slobedman  Lara Solomon  Aron Temple

Suzanne Saks  for her father  Skye Been
Rennie Chertkow for her son  Clive Chertkow
Brian Chertkow  for his brother  Clive Chertkow
Rennie Chertkow for her husband  Samuel Chertkow
Brian Chertkow  for his father  Samuel Chertkow
Belinda Levy  for her grandmother Millie Cimring
Jeffrey Cohen  for his father  Ralph Cohen
Lewis Folb  for his mother  Bessie Folb
Simcha Levitt  for her mother  Sonia Gafin
Jeremy Levitt  for his grandmother Sonia Gafin
Maish Grauman  for his father  Louis Grauman
Anne Cornofsky  for her mother  Jessie Klibansky
Richard Lazarus  for his father  Ruben Lazarus
Jennifer Joffe  for her mother  Ethol Lowenthal
Nadine Marcus  for her mother in law Antoinette Marcus
David Naar  for his mother  Lucy Naar
Luba Atlas  for her grandfather Zelik Peisachovich
Kevin Subel  for his mother  Molly Subel
Estelle Behrens  for her mother  Sarah Turner

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate 
Yartzeit this week:






